HIST 152 U.S. Since 1877
Fall 2017
R.W. Roberts

University Hall 223
rroberts@purdue.edu
Tues. 1:30-2:30; or by apt.

Overview:
This course attempts to make sense of the Twentieth Century.  The object is to understand America today by coming to terms with its contested past.  We will address such fundamental questions as: How did the United States become a world power?  What visions have guided and shaped America?  Do Americans share fundamental beliefs?  During the course we will study the Progressive Era, World War I, the 1920s, the Great Depression, World War II, the Cold War, and the social cultural, and political changes during the eras of Kennedy, Johnson, Nixon, Reagan, and Clinton.
Books:

Gorn, Roberts, Schulten, and Bilhartz, Constructing the American Past, Vol. II, Preliminary Edition, Oxford University Press, ISBN 9780190871888.  The book is only available through campus bookstores.  Make sure you get the Preliminary Edition.
Exams and Grading:
Your grade in this class will be based on three exams and five response papers (250-300 words each). Each exam will be worth 100 points. Each paper will be worth 20 points for a total of 100 points.  The exams will focus on lectures and readings.  The date of each exam is subject to change.
   The following scale will be used to determine your final grade:

     100-93%-A
      92-90%--A-

      89-87%--B+

      86-83%--B

      82-80%--B-

      79-77%--C+

      76-73%--C

      72-70%--C-

      69-67%--D+

      66-63%--D

      62-60%--D-

      59-00%--F

Attendance and Behavior:

  
I encourage everyone to get the most out of their tuition dollars and attend class regularly.  I hope that everyone enjoys the class, and to ensure this I expect everyone in class to follow a few basic rules.  Before each lecture begins, turn off cell phones, put away newspapers, and avoid long discussions with others in the class.  Unless you have a medical reason to use a computer, they are not to be used in class.  Failure to observe these basic rules will lessen the classroom experience.  In all things class related, we should keep in mind John Bernard Books’ (John Wayne) immortal words in The Shootist concerning civility: “I won't be wronged. I won't be insulted. I won't be laid a-hand on. I don't do these things to other people, and I require the same from them.” 
Schedule of Lectures, Readings, and Exams:
--Introduction 

--Crisis at Home: Wealth, Poverty, Industrialists, Farmers, and New Realities in the Land of Oz

--America and the World: The New Imperial Impulse

--America and the World: The Imperial War

--America 1901: Progressive Impulses

--Governing Modern America

--America and the Great War in Europe

--America and the New World Order

   First Exam: 21 SEPT: Lectures and Gorn, chapters 
--The Literature of a Mass Age

--The Politics of Disillusionment

--Sex and Murder: The Meaning of the 1920s

--The Great Depression: Causes and Responses

--Supply Side vs. Demand Side Economics

--Hard Times America

--The Depression in Europe: Hyperinflation to Hitler

--The Battles Against Fascism

--America and the World in the Atomic Age

   Second Exam: 31 OCT: Lectures and Gorn, chapters
--America's Short Century

--The Cold War Comes Home

--The World of Joe McCarthy

--Vietnam: From Truman to Nixon

--Searching for a New America: From 1964 through the Counter Culture 

--Camelot and the Great Society

--Nixon, the World, and Watergate
--The Reagan Revolution: Back in the Saddle Again

--Clinton and the Me Generation
Final: TBA: Lectures and Gorn, chapters 
Cheating/Plagiarism:

Plagiarism refers to the reproduction of another’s words or ideas without proper attribution. University Regulations contains further information on dishonesty. Plagiarism and other forms of academic dishonesty are serious offenses, and will be treated as such in class. You are expected to produce your own work and to accurately cite all necessary materials. Cheating, plagiarism, and other dishonest practices will be punished as harshly as Purdue University policies allow. Any instances of academic dishonesty will likely result in a grade of F for the course and notification of the Dean of Students’ Office. 
Students with Disabilities:

If you need any special accommodations to participate fully in class, please see me as soon as possible. I will keep all discussions confidential as long as the situation permits. Please note that, in order for Purdue University to accommodate your needs, you will need to provide appropriate written documentation and have it on file with Student Services. Students should be aware that Services for Student Disabilities are available at 494-1247 if you need further assistance. 
Disclaimer:
In the event of a major campus emergency, the above requirements, deadlines and grading policies are subject to changes that may be required by a revised semester calendar. Any such changes in this course will be posted once the course resumes on Blackboard or can be obtained by contacting the professor via email or phone.

